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UM TO HOST 
GIRLS STATE 
IN 1969-70
MISSOULA--
Montana Girls State, the annual week-long government seminar sponsored by the American 
Legion Auxiliary for high school senior girls, will be held at the University of Montana 
in 1969 and 1970, UM President Robert Pantzer has announced.
The event annually brings together more than 300 girls selected by their high school 
faculties to attend the week of study in government and the workings of political 
organizations.
Pantzer said, "We at the University are most happy to have these girls on our campus 
to share our facilities and see the University firsthand."
Aber Hall, the newly completed 11-story residence hall will house the girls, and most 
of their programs will take place in the soon-to-be-finished $4.3 million University Center.
Mrs. Ralph Sluys of Great Falls, director of Montana Girls State said, "Girls State is 
designed to make the girls more aware of their obligations as citizens and to interest them
and make them more active citizens. Office holding is not emphasized, but rather active 
participation in government."
During their week's stay on the Missoula campus, Girls State citizens will be divided 
into cities, counties and political parties of a mythical Treasure State. Officials will 
be elected at the city, county and state levels, and the business of each level will be 
conducted with as much reality as possible.
The final two days of the week are devoted to the election of state officials and 
the convening of the state legislature where girls draft, present and vote on bills.
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Girls Staters will join a number of other summer-time residents and visitors to 
the Missoula campus, including Upward Bound students, participants in the UM Fine Arts 
and Speech Camps and winners of National Science Foundation grants who are doing research 
on the campus.
Other large high school congregations which visit the UM campus during the year 
include journalists attending the Montana Interscholastic Editorial Association meeting 
each fall, Montana Model United Nations delegates each spring and participants in Inter­
scholastic track meet which will return to the campus in the spring of 1969.
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